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Of the regular Athenian issues of these famous
"owls" the hoard contains many distinct varieties,
ranging from the fine archaic to late transitional style.
The most interesting, though, are Nos. 36-38, which
are foreign imitations. Taken as a whole, the style of
these imitations is not bad, just enough "off" to reveal
their true character. In weight they compare very
favourably with the genuine Athenian issues, and so,
evidently, were not intended for fraudulent purposes,
but simply to supply the trade demand for this variety
of coin when, towards the end of the Peloponesian war,
and for some time afterwards, the mint at Athens
seems to have ceased coining tetradrachms in any
large quantities.

The majority of our pieces have seen considerable
circulation, and nearly all have been badly defaced by
repeated blows of a chisel. Special interest in these
coins lies in the punchmarks some of them bear.
No. 30 seems to have a form of the Cypriote sign for
" Ko " ; No. 31 what may either be the Phoenician " & " a
or the Cypriote "U." No. 38 bears on its obverse a
sign that may either be taken for the Cypriote " Ti"
or the Lycian "Kh"; while on its reverse it has the
Phoenician " D." These counter-stamps have the appear-
ance of private marks rather than of official stamps,
and were probably used by the merchants and bankers
of Cyprus and the opposite coasts, in much the same
way as the Chinese used their " chopmarks" which

2 It is possible that the punches on Nos, 30 and 31 may represent
respectively the Greek letters n and Z. On the strength of the
indubitably non-Greek letters found on No. 38, and from the fact
that the style and technique of n and W are identical with that of
/]\ it would seem preferable to look upon the two former also as
non-Greek letters.